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ADMINISTRATIVE-TERRITORIAL DIVISION 
AND STRUCTURE 

Constitutional and legal Status 
As of January 1, 2026, the Republic of Crimea functions as 
a subject of the Russian Federation, administratively 
included in the Southern Federal District (SFD). 

The political and legal status of the region within the 
country is determined by the Treaty on the Admission of the 
Republic into the Russian Federation, ratified on March 18, 
2014, and the subsequent Federal Constitutional Law No. 
6-FKZ.  This legal framework established the status of the 
peninsula as a subject of the federation with the status of a 
republic, granting it a nominally defined degree of 
autonomy within the federation, including its own 
constitution and state symbols.
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Capital and Geography

Capital of the Republic of Crimea is the city of 
Simferopol. 
Area of the peninsula - 26.1 thousand km²   - 
0.15% of the territory of the Russian 
Federation. 
Extent: From West to East: 326 km. , from 
North to South: 205 km. 
Administrative-territorial division (as of 2024)
• Municipal districts: 14
• Urban districts: 11
• Rural settlements: 4
• Rural districts: 250
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SYSTEM OF STATE AUTHORITY 
BODIES 

Head of the Republic of Crimea 
The highest official of the region is the Head of the 
Republic of Crimea, who simultaneously heads the 
executive branch (Council of Ministers). As of 
January 2026, this position is held by Sergey 
Aksyonov.  He was re-elected by the State Council 
of Crimea in September 2024 for another five-year 
term, extending his powers until September 2029. 
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State Council of the Republic of Crimea 
The highest legislative body is the State Council of 
the Republic of Crimea (State Council) — the 
parliament of the Republic of Crimea, which is the 
permanently functioning and sole body of 
legislative power in the republic. It consists of 75 
deputies elected for five years. 
The current composition of the State Council of the 
Republic of Crimea was elected in September 
2024. Its office term expires in September 2029. 
The Chairman of the State Council is Vladimir 
Konstantinov, who has held this post continuously 
since March 2014. 

https://glava.rk.gov.ru/heads/aec1e4d6-78ed-41ce-aea0-4f26af2e9c3a
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http://crimea.gov.ru/
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Council of Ministers 

The Council of Ministers serves as the highest 
executive body. Although the Head of the Republic 
(Aksyonov) formally heads the government, 
operational management is delegated to the 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers (Prime 
Minister). As of 2026, Yuri Gotsanyuk continues to 
perform these duties.

The Council of Ministers is responsible for the daily 
management of the republic, including managing 
critical water supply infrastructure, energy grids, 
and implementing the Federal Targeted Program for 
the socio-economic development of Crimea, which 
was extended until 2030.
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Geopolitical Context and Security Management 

The governance of Crimea in 2026 is under the 
strong influence of persisting geopolitical tension in 
the Black Sea region. 

Since October 2022, a "medium response level" 
regime has been in effect in the Republic of Crimea. 

This special legal regime endows the Head of the 
Republic with expanded powers for: 
• Implementing mobilization measures in the 

economic sphere.
• Strengthening the protection of public order and 

critical infrastructure (transport, energy, 
communications).

• Restricting freedom of movement and 
conducting vehicle inspections in certain zones. 

The integration of Crimea into the Russian 
Federation involves the continuous alignment of its 
judicial and security apparatus with federal 
structures. 
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Population Estimates

As of January 1, 2026, the estimated permanent 
population of the Republic of Crimea (excluding the 
city of federal significance Sevastopol) is 
approximately 1.90 million people. Combined with 
the city of federal significance Sevastopol, the 
total population of the Crimean Peninsula is 
estimated at approximately 2.41–2.42 million 
people.

Migration serves as the main factor ensuring 
demographic stability in Crimea. Since 2014, a 
steady influx of settlers from other regions of the 
Russian Federation has been observed, including 
Moscow, St. Petersburg, and Siberia.
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Topography 
The topography of the Crimean peninsula consists 
of three unequal parts: 

The North-Crimean Plain with the Tarkhankut 
Upland (about 70% of the territory), the Kerch 
Peninsula, and Mountainous Crimea, extending in 
three ridges in the south.

Plain Crimea is located on a platform structure 
(Scythian platform) and is characterized by relative 
geological stability and accessibility for economic 
use. The plain part occupies 78% of the peninsula's 
territory. The plains of Northern Crimea are 
predominantly low-lying, with elevations up to 30 
m. The most favorable for agriculture are the plains 
of the central part of Crimea, as well as the 
Tarkhankut and Kerch peninsulas (up to 90% are 
occupied by agricultural lands). 

Mountainous Crimea (22% of territory) is part of 
the Alpine folding area and is distinguished by 
increased tectonic activity. The Crimean peninsula 
is washed by the Black and Azov seas. 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 
AND NATURAL RESOURCE 

POTENTIAL 
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Crimea occupies a borderline position between 
the temperate and subtropical geographical belts, 
which favors the peninsula's mild climate and 
many sunshine hours (2180–2470 hours per year). 
The climate is mild, close to Mediterranean — a 
climate characterized by an abundance of sun, 
warmth, and light. 
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Climate in Crimea 



There are more than 1,657 rivers and 
watercourses on the territory of the Republic of 
Crimea with a total length of about 6,000 km. 
There are 1,842 ponds, as well as 315 lakes, 
including 50 salt lakes, in 35 of which the 
presence of therapeutic mud has been 
established (Saki, Sasyk-Sivash, Kyzyl-Yar, 
Chokrak). 

23 reservoirs have been built in the republic, the 
total volume of which is 399.47 million cubic 
meters, 15 of which are natural flow reservoirs. 
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Hydrographic Map of Crimea

Hydrology 

Source: https://road-crimea.narod.ru/2006/gidro.htm 

https://road-crimea.narod.ru/2006/gidro.htm
https://road-crimea.narod.ru/2006/gidro.htm
https://road-crimea.narod.ru/2006/gidro.htm


There are 194 specially protected natural territories 
of regional significance located on the territory of 
the Republic of Crimea, with a total area of more 
than 96 thousand hectares. 

Structure of regional significance includes: 6-7 
natural parks, 26 or more landscape state nature 
reserves, 19 botanical state nature reserves, 1-2 
hydrological and about 19 geological nature 
reserves, 103 nature monuments, 1-2 dendrological 
parks, 2 botanical gardens, 7 reserved tracts, 11 
landscape-recreational parks, 28 parks-
monuments of garden and park art, 2 zoological 
parks.
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Natural Protected Zones 
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Natural Protected Zones 

Plain-Steppe Coast: 1 - Ornithological branch of Crimean NR "Swan 
Islands", 2 - RLP "Bakalskaya Spit", 3 - NPP "Magic Harbor", 4 - RLP 
"Kalinovsky", 5 - BR "Arabatsky". 
Crimean Foothills: 6 - ZR "Kazachya Bay", 7 - CNM "Mangup-Kale", 8 - GR 
"Kacha Canyon", 9 - BR "Kubalach".
Mountainous Crimea: 10 - LR "Baidarsky", 11 - NR "Grand Canyon of 
Crimea", 12 - Crimean NR, 13 - Yalta Mountain-Forest NR, 14 - GR 
"Mountain Karst of Crimea". 
Southern Coast of Crimea: 15 - LR "Cape Fiolent", 16 - LR "Cape Aya", 17 - 
NR "Cape Martyan", 18 - LR "Ayu-Dag", 19 - BR "Kanaka", 20 - BR "Novy Svet". 
South-East Coast: 21 - RLP "Fox Bay Echki-Dag", 22 - Karadag NR, 23 - RLP 
"Quiet Bay", 24 - RLP "Gliding Complex Uzun-Syrt". 
Kerch Peninsula: 25 - Kazantip NR, 26 - RLP "Karalarsky", 27 - OR "Astana 
Floodplains", 28 - Opuksky NR. 
NR - Nature Reserve, RLP - Regional Landscape Park, NPP - National 
Natural Park, BR - Botanical Reserve, ZR - Zoological Reserve, OR - 
Ornithological Reserve, GR - Geological Reserve, LR - Landscape Reserve, 
CNM - Complex Nature Monument. 

Legend: 
Source: https://geographyofrussia.com/prirodno-zapovednye-territorii-kryma/ 
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Mineral Resources 
The Republic of Crimea occupies one of the leading 
places in the Russian Federation in terms of mineral 
resource saturation. According to the state balance of 
reserves of the Republic of Crimea, 183 deposits of 21 
types of mineral resources are accounted for on the 
peninsula's territory, including both solid minerals and 
groundwater deposits.  
Structure: Deposits of raw materials for the production 
of construction materials sharply predominate, 
accounting for 61.7% of the total number (113 
deposits). The second significant group consists of fuel 
and energy complex deposits (predominantly natural 
gas and oil) — 34 deposits, or 18.6% of the total. 
Therapeutic muds (~8-14%): Resources of salt lakes 
and unique iodized muds of Lake Sivash. Metallurgical 
raw materials (~5%): Iron and manganese ores 
concentrated on the Kerch Peninsula. Total: ~183-200 
deposits covering more than 21 types of minerals 
across the peninsula.
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